
MBTA Arborway Bus Facility Improvements,   Boston, Ma.

Project Information: This project encompasses the 
renovation of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation 
Authority (MBTA) headquarters into a working bus 
maintenance facility and its surrounding landscape.   
Located along the historically signifi cant Arborway, 
the site’s frontage is the broken segment of Olm-
stead’s Emerald Necklace between the Arboretum 
and Franklin Park that is disrupted by the Casey 
overpass.   
A landscape program was developed to respond to 
the myriad needs of all invested parties- the MBTA, 
the architects, and the community groups.  One 
primary goal was to buffer the complex and inte-
grate it into the adjacent neighborhood.  This is 
accomplished through artistic mounding and plant-
ings.  Another important goal was to reconnect the 
Arborway for bicyclists and pedestrians.  Also new 
paths are added to provide exercise loops and links 
to the surroundings.  Within the buffer park the 
naturalistic setting doubles as emergency fi re ac-
cess.  Stones are used for seating and climbing, and 
a dry stream bed refl ects the location where Stoney 
Brook Stream once fl owed. 

Currently in Construction Document Phase.

Project Landscape Architect 

Overall Plan of Landscape Frontage and Buffer Park

Section at Washington Street

Existing Street Conditions along Arborway

Holly D. Ben-Joseph, Landscape Architect
Phone: 508.451.3388,    email:hollydbj@gmail.com,   hdbjlandscapes.com


